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VoL 8 10 T o On May 10, 1962, a large and still remembered
R H lg WOOdS Fu‘ €| brush fire swept over the Oswegatchie Hills.
S W@@ s 400 ACI'@S,. Fanned by 25-mile an hour northwest winds, the
250 B attle Flames fire consumed most of the 400 acres of forest in an
Ten Towns | 11-hour epic event for the town of East Lyme.
%Z”%iggifc | Twen’.cy—fwe.flre—.ﬁghtmg units consisting of 250
 wwarsons | men, including fire personnel from 10 other
wpseiie surrounding towns, battled the blaze. The alarm
came in at 3:45 p.m. and the firefighters fought the = found in the preserve have changed
blaze until 2 a.m. the following day. According to again due to forest succession. Of the
an article in The Day newspaper, “Flames were 178 species observed after the fire,
spotted from the Gold Star Memorial Bridge. Fire including blue-winged warbler, ruffed
companies from Middlesex County answered the grouse and whippoorwills, 55 of the
call for help. Clinton, Old Saybrook, Essex, species are no longer present in the now
Westbrook and Killingworth brought engines and maturing forest.
| crews. Waterford sent all but two of its fire FERNr & Evidence of the
\\\ \ | Newspaper caption: I engines to the East Lyme blaze.” 0 ' : \ i & fire can still be
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WEARY —O0ld Lyme fireman Ted Ely takes a coffee
break during 11-hour battle against a raging forest
fire in East Lyme yesterday. Firemen from a ten- -

dadiadbis Thought to be extinguished, the fire rekindled and i .  Pictured (left) is

fown area joined forces fo comba the bloze, e Ry aww wa | T28€d out of control again the i _ i a fire scar left from the 1962 fire. As a windswept fire rushes

whipped by gusty northwest winds. A total of 400 . : [ . .
acres was burned. W ear Area next day, threatening homes in ¥%¢ up aridgeline, the flames wrap around the base of the tree
Y the Saunders Point area. A : P and on the opposite side creating a hot eddy of flames that

Flref lghte I'S | similar fire in 1952 also burned Wt - 3 | 88 burns through the bark and outer layers of the tree. The

W l R the Oswegatchie Hills area. i | PO flames leave a scar that looks like a cavity at the base of a
elcome Rain After three days the fir oA |17 - -

o R R o et L1ELTIC a5 Yy o 0~ tree. Most of the scars in the preserve face uphill towards

Dt Trecamer. i neiies v et wosw 5. | finally said to be secure, and a b £~ the top of the ridge. Also, the small cluster of 10-to-15-foot

area who, after a mlserahle imes, impossible for them to see.
rash of Apul brush fires, fourm Clouds of smoke and flames

s s ot by i i} e bl i set | SOAKing rain the following K D pltch pines found at the northern end of the red trail on the

am.lc on Ma)f 10 when a raging | were set up to bar motorists.
S 3 2

===-an hour ! Additional bedlam - broke out
Sk S R dsk o | week put an end to any BB S L A A y ridge top are thought to have been spawned

.. He Hillg. hre company.

 #he bla The weary Tirefighters did

0 S| sl fo subdie thE e by, 10:30 further fire threats. ' ;'f-.' S ’ g8 e ; 3 by the 1962 flre

f | O mlie ‘p.m., but it was rekindled the
folluwmg day.
] E' The fire took up a new front
sidenfs’as a 25 acre tract near Saun-
nd wet | ders Point was blackened.

e sit-: Officials continued fto worry The fire Completely reset the

during | about rekindling of the blaze
e battlc {in the area and prayed for

ER oot ws 1 clock for decades in terms of

ecological succession. Due to e s i Bl symbolize the 1962 fire. The method of
Newspaper caption: the drastic change in ; . i \ | scorching wood also acts as a preservative.

JOB FOR A SMALL MAN —Thisyoung firemaninthe K abitat, the varietv of 7 e ol Y | Ay .
catch basin is about fo crawl through a culvert under 7 Y ez : ~ . This is the reason that carbon fire scars can

Saunders Point Road taking a fire hose with him. bird species changed e R B 2 still be found in the preserve today

L Jfter the fire. Sixty The Japanese use this method of scorching wood, called Shou-sugi-ban, to
being run over by the countless vehicles that passed

over the heavily traveled street. years later the species preserve the cedar siding of their houses.
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